Buangor Primary School
Fostering Learning For Life
NEWSLETTER

No. 17TH February 2022

ACHIEVMENT * SELF-IMPROVEMENT * PERSISTENCE * INTEGRITY * RESPECT * EXCELLENCE

We love our school chickens!
Happy Birthday
Henry!
No Hat, No Play
We are a SunSmart
school and children
not wearing a hat will
be required to remain in a designated
shaded area at recess, lunchtime and during
outdoor class activities.
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We have had a great start to the year. Our new Preps (Hugh, Teddy, Adalee & Marlie) have settled in well. All
students are glad to be back and are happy to see their friends again. Our first three weeks have been about
settling back into routine and re-connecting.

Swimming Trials
Every year our students in grade 4-6 have the opportunity to compete in the Black Ranges swimming sports
against other schools. We usually have swimming trials with Maroona, Moyston and Pomonal to see which
students qualify for Black Ranges. This year, due to date clashes, we are conducting the trials ourselves. All
students (besides preps) will travel to Beaufort Pool on Wednesday 23rd of February to participate in the trials.

Bowls Tournament
On Monday 21st of February, the whole school will travel to Ararat Bowls Club to have a coaching session.
Students from Grade 4-6 will have the chance to participate in the Black Ranges Bowling Competition later in the
term.

Graduation Ceremony
Our 2021 Grade 6 students missed out on their graduation ceremony last year. It has been rescheduled for
tomorrow. Check out the photos on Facebook tomorrow.

Extension of COVIDSafe measures for Term 1
Please see the attached announcement regarding information on
the extension.

Pie day Friday Price
List
.70c - Party Pie

School Bank Detail
If families would like to pay money to the school
by direct deposit our bank details are below:
BUANGOR PRIMARY SCHOOL OFFICIAL ACCOUNT
BSB 063 500
ACCOUNT NUMBER 1004 3741
Please use your FAMILY name as a reference if
you are making a payment.

$2.50– Ham & Pineapple or
Supreme Mini Pizza
$2.50 – Sausage Roll.
$3.50 –Big Pie.
.50c – Chicken Nugget.

.70c – Steamed Dim Sims.
Orders must be in on Thursday,
written on a paper bag and
money enclosed.

Buangor Primary School is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all reasonable
steps to ensure that the safety of our students is paramount.
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In literacy we have been learning about Kings and Queens. We have learnt about what a king or queen does, and
some of the royal objects that are associated with them. We have also looked at important factors that ensure a
royal family’s success. As we continue working through the unit in literacy, we will begin to look at old poems
and songs that relate to Kings and Queens, eventually creating our own rhyming poems.
In maths we are focussing on counting and grouping numbers, as well as using place value to represent larger
numbers. The preps have settled in well, and are enjoying playing a range of maths games together!
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Throughout the last two weeks 3-6 have begun to decorate our classroom. Together they have designed six
posters, directed at each of our school values. The students spent a long time searching through old catalogues and magazines for the perfect lettering to cut out for the values posters. Each student has also made
an acrostic poem for their own name to decorate the windows in the 3-6 classroom.
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Term 1 Calendar 2022
Mon
Wk2

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

31/1
Students return assessments

1/2
Student assessments

2/2
No Preps

3/2
Newsletter

4/2

Feb

Wk3

7/2

8/2

9/2
No Preps

10/2

11/2
MARC

Wk4

14/2

15/2

16/2
No Preps

17/2
Newsletter

18/2
Graduation

Wk5

21/2
Lawn Bowls—Ararat

22/2

23/2

24/2

25/2
MARC

No Preps
School Swimming Day

Wk6

28/2

1/3

2/3
No Preps

3/3
Newsletter

4/3
Assembly (F-2)

Wk7

7/3

8/3

9/3
No Preps

10/3

11/3
MARC

Wk8

14/3
Labour Day

15/3

16/3

17/3
Newsletter

18/3
Assembly (3-6)

Wk9

21/3
Harmony Day

22/3

23/3

24/3

25/3
MARC

Wk10

28/3

29/3

30/3

31/3
Newsletter

1/4
Assembly (F-2)

Wk11

4/4

5/4

6/4

7/4
Athletics Sports - Avoca

8/4

March

April
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COVIDSafe measures extension 17 February 2022
We want to thank parents and students for the great job they have done in keeping our school as safe as possible by following important COVIDSafe measures such as mask wearing, physical distancing, ventilation, getting vaccinated and rapid antigen testing.
This has meant that our school has remained open and our students in class. This is a fantastic outcome and a testament
to the hard work of parents, carers, students and school staff.

Rapid antigen tests
To keep schools as safe as possible, the Victorian Government has extended the COVIDSafe measures introduced for the
beginning of Term 1. This includes extending the availability of free rapid antigen tests (RAT) for screening until the end
of term. It is anticipated an additional 24 million RATs will be provided to schools and early childhood settings to continue
to support early detection and prevent infection, for use at home.
The need for this program will continue to be monitored, and may end earlier based on health advice. This is great news
and will mean we’re able to continue identifying COVID-19 cases as early as possible, reducing the impact on our school
and individuals.
Department of Health modelling indicates that in the first two weeks of school returning, the program has already prevented more than 21,000 cases in schools alone. Their modelling indicates, assuming a 75 per cent compliance rate with
screening of students, that by continuing RAT screening in schools for the full 10 weeks of Term 1, we will prevent:
61,000 COVID-19 infections in children aged 5 to 17
more than 150,000 COVID-19 infections in the overall community (on average 15,000 per week over 10 weeks, or
more than 2,100 per day)
around 400 hospital admissions.
The department will continue to supply RATs to our school for your use. We will inform you when the tests are available.
Twice-a-week testing continues to be strongly recommended for both students and staff.
Testing will be conducted at home, and students and staff must report any positive result. There is no requirement to
report a negative result.

Vaccination
Vaccination is another key component to protect students and staff in school settings.
Vaccinations for children aged 5 to 11 are open and third dose vaccinations for 16 to 17 year olds are now available.
There are lots of convenient options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide vaccination hubs, your local GP or
pharmacy.
You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including:
•
•
•
•

online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline)
In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend a state-wide vaccination hub.
Using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian Government Department of
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In addition, schools provide a trusted place among the community to access vaccination, particularly for families
who may experience language or social barriers.
Following successful implementation of school pop-up clinics at the commencement of Term 1, more than 230
schools across Victoria are currently hosting mini-vaccination clinics led by GPs and pharmacists. Many of these
clinics will also make vaccinations available the broader school community, inclusive of families of students and
school staff.
Ventilation
Improving ventilation is one of the most effective measures to keep education settings safe. 51,000 air purifiers
were delivered to schools by Term 1, 2022 to support COVIDSafe settings in schools.
Up to an additional 60,000 air purifiers will be rolled out to schools ahead of winter to supplement natural and
mechanical ventilation during the cooler months.
The winter allocation will provide enough purifiers to cover all classrooms, in government schools and low-fee
non-government schools based on current enrolments. This includes general purpose classrooms and other
specialist classrooms such as art and science rooms.
Mask rules will remain the same, with students in Grade 3 and above required to wear masks – although they
will not be required outdoors.
On behalf of the school, I would like to thank you again for your continued support in helping your child to complete the rapid antigen tests and other COVID Safe measures. As a result of these efforts our school can continue
providing a safe environment for students and staff.
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