Buangor Primary School
Fostering Learning For Life
NEWSLETTER

No. 1

2nd February 2017
IMPORTANT DATES
Parent Teacher Interviews
12th/13th February 3.50pm-6pm.
Extraordinary School Council Meeting
Tuesday 13th February 6.00pm
Welcome BBQ
Monday 19th Feb-5.30-8.00pm

Principals Report
Welcome to the beginning of the new school year! I hope that you have all had a nice break. No doubt there
are some happy parents and perhaps some not as happy for the start of the school year. Welcome to our
Foundation students, Harriet, Lindsey and Mikayla. Welcome also to Harrison in Grade 5 and Miss Somerfield in
the F-2 classroom.
This term Miss Somerfield will be in the F-2 classroom, Monday to Friday. Mrs White will be in the Grade 3-6
classroom on Monday and Tuesday, she will also be teaching Science to both grades on Monday. I will be in the
3-6 classroom on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and in the office on Monday and Tuesday. We also have Ms
Shultz working on Monday with both grades.
The process for the Principal position will begin early this term, with the appointment of the new Principal to be
determined ready for Term 2.
Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held on Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th February. A note with request times
has gone home today. Please indicate 3 possible times to meet with your child’s teacher. Confirmation times
will be sent home later.
Our Welcome Family BBQ will be on Monday 19th of Feb, notes are attached to the newsletter. Please fill out if
you are coming and return to the school ASAP.
Enjoy your week.
Sally Peacock

Our school assembly will be fortnightly instead of weekly. The first one on 9th of February
No Foundation students on Wednesday’s for the month of February.
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News from the F-2 Room
Welcome back for 2018, we are off to a wonderful start already! For those I haven’t met yet, my name is Lisa
Somerfield and I will be teaching in the F-2 room for Term 1. I have spent 2017 travelling, but previously to this I
taught at Delacombe Primary School in the 1&2 rooms and at Clunes in the Year 9 residence program located
there. I love the outdoors and my interests are rock climbing, yoga, reading, travel and cooking. I am excited to be
here at Bunagor for the term, the students have been exceptionally welcoming and enthusiastic so far and I look
forward to getting to know you all!
The F-2 students have made an amazing start to the year. In the initial weeks of term we will be working on letters
and sounds in our Literacy sessions, as well as comprehension strategies to make sure that we understand what
we read. To help with this, when students are reading at home you can ask them to ‘sound out’ unknown words
and also to retell the story to you when the book is finished, or after reading a story to them. In Maths we will be
beginning with counting groups of objects, as well as counting forwards and backwards. We will also work on
matching numerals to small groups of things.
Please don’t hesitate to come in if you have any questions, or just to say hello, the classroom door is always open!

Science
Welcome back for the 2018 school year everyone! Whilst some things have
changed for the beginning of this year, others are remaining the same and our
Science curriculum is one of them.
We will kick off our Science learning with junior and senior units from the
Biological Sciences strand of the curriculum.
The F-2 unit is called ‘Schoolyard Safari’. Students will be observing the
features and behaviour of small animals in our immediate environment in
order to provide a glimpse of the diversity of animal life.
Students will observe the external features of small animals, leading to a better understanding of how their
features help them to survive in their habitat.
Through investigations, students will learn about how animals move, feed and protect themselves. They
will also explore and compare the habitats of different animals.
The 3-6 class will study the unit ‘Feathers, Fur or Leaves?’ It provides
opportunities for students to explore the features of living things and ways that
they can be classified.
Through hands-on activities students will explore how living things can be
grouped on the basis of observable features and can be distinguished from non-living things.
They will use this knowledge to investigate the animal groups in our school grounds and beyond.
’m looking forward to spending some more time in the 3-6 classroom, whilst still maintaining contact with
the F-2 class for Science lessons. Here’s to a terrific 2018!
Mrs White (Katie)
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3 - 6 Classroom
Wow! What a fantastic class we have in 3-6. The week has started off well, Mrs White has been in the classroom
on Tuesday and commented what a great group they are. I was in there yesterday and today and I cannot agree
more. We welcome Harrison to the classroom, he has settled in well. So far, we have worked together to
determine the classroom agreement this week, which will come home soon for you to take a look at. The process
for school captains will begin next week, it will be open for the Grade 5 as well as Grade 6. Students wishing to
apply will need to nominate themselves and prepare a speech stating why they would make a good school
captain.
Our Specialist program this term will consist of, Visual Arts and Performing Arts on alternate Mondays, Science on
Monday, MARC Van on alternate Wednesdays and PE and cooking on Fridays (please remember to bring
appropriate footwear for PE). Our cooking lessons will be aimed at healthy, fresh and tasty food, if anyone would
like to come in and teach the children how to cook something along these lines please let me know.
In the initial weeks of term we will be working on reading comprehension strategies, using our reader’s notebook
to write about what we are reading, narrative writing, VCOP and a focus on spelling strategies. Readers and
reading diaries will be sent home and need to be filled out every night by your child/ren. Diaries will be checked
on Thursdays. In Maths, we will be begin with the four operations, mental maths strategies,and statistics and
probability. Our Maths lessons will be taking on a group work/ hands on/ problem solving approach.
If anyone would like to help out in the classroom throughout the term please let Katie or myself know, we love
helpers.
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School Fees
Buangor Primary School is funded from two sources:


Department of Education & Early Childhood development (DEECD) Student Resource Package (SRP) to
pay for school administration, utilities and salaries, urgent works, maintenance, cleaning and general school
operations.



Payments and contributions provided by our parent community, which are essential components of
funding.

Locally raised funds are a major source of our educational and school program funding this is made up of
school fees and fundraising. Our school fees for 2018 will remain the same as 2017.
1st Child- $140.00.
2nd Child- $100.00.
3rd Child- $80.00.
School fees include
Student Essential Items (includes student stationary, text books, readers, ipad apps, class sets and
consumable materials and equipment).
Marc Van.
Group Days– Activity costs.
Reading Eggs.

Mathletics
It would be appreciated if school fees could be paid before the end of Term 1..
Fees can be paid off in instalments, please see Kate or Sally to organise a payment plan.

Reminders/Notices


The School Newsletter will now be
published every fortnight .

School Bank Detail



Please make sure your child’s clothing is
named, especially hats and jumpers.



Dental Van Permission notes are due back
by ASAP. If you have any questions please
contact Sally.
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Baton Relay
During the holidays we received a letter asking if any students from our school would like to participate in the
Commonwealth Games Queens Baton Relay on February the 13th. The local school students will be forming a
corridor across the oval for the last batonbearer, Shane Kelly, to run through on his way to the finishing point.
There will also be a free BBQ and “come and try” sports sessions. The event is after school. If you would like more
information can you please check with Sally or Kate.

Values
During our planning day on Monday, we discussed what our school values are, if they still apply to our school
environment and if they are clear to all of our school community. Our current values are, as stated in our school
profile:
The school promotes an atmosphere of learning and friendship and provides a safe, inclusive environment where
all students are respected and valued. We concentrate on English, Mathematics and have a special emphasis on
living in a healthy and sustainable way. Resources are provided to allow all children to develop. We have high
expectations of our students and the teachers, parents and community are strongly committed to them.
While we agreed that the above statement describes our school well, we feel that we need to have key words to
use for our overarching values. This makes it easier for staff, students and the wider community to remember and
adhere to. I have attached information on Values for Australian Schooling. If you are interested in being part of
creating more succinct values for our school please send back your ideas on the attached form.

Student Personal Information.
If there has been any changes to a students contact details( address, phone numbers, emergency contacts etc.)
could you please inform Kate so that we can keep our records up to date.

CSEF
Application forms for CSEF are available from the office. If you claimed CSEF last year there is no need to fill
out a new application .New applications need to be completed and the form returned back to school asap.
Any questions please see Kate .

No Hat, No Play
We are a SunSmart school and children not wearing a hat will be required to remain in
a designated shaded area at recess, lunchtime and during outdoor class activities.
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Happy Birthday to the students
who have celebrated their
birthdays this Month:
25th -Tucker Devries
31st –Hattie Alexander

We hope you both enjoyed
your special day!

Welcome Harrison to our grade 5 class!
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Buangor Primary School
February 2017
Mon
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No Foundation
Students

9
Assembly
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Interviews

Parent /
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No Foundation Newsletter
Students
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Interviews
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SC Meeting

19

20

Welcome
family BBQ
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Students
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Golf Clinic
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Assembly
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STUDENT ABSENCE NOTE
Dear Teacher,
My child __________________________________________________ of class ___________
(Child’s FULL name) (Class name)
Was absent from school on _____________________________________________________
(Date / Dates away)
Due to ______________________________________________________________________
(Reason for absence:- sickness, appointment, vacation, family reasons etc.)

Parent / Caregiver’s Signature ___________________________________
Date: ____________________
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……….
STUDENT ABSENCE NOTE
Dear Teacher,
My child __________________________________________________ of class ___________
(Child’s FULL name) (Class name)
Was absent from school on _____________________________________________________
(Date / Dates away)
Due to ______________________________________________________________________
(Reason for absence:- sickness, appointment, vacation, family reasons etc.)
Parent / Caregiver’s Signature ___________________________________
DATE:____________________
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……….
STUDENT ABSENCE NOTE
Dear Teacher,
My child __________________________________________________ of class ___________
(Child’s FULL name) (Class name)
Was absent from school on _____________________________________________________
(Date / Dates away)
Due to ______________________________________________________________________
(Reason for absence:- sickness, appointment, vacation, family reasons etc.)
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