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WELCOME TO TERM 2
Welcome to a strange and different Term 2. I hope everyone enjoyed there holiday break and Easter. We
have been ‘back’ at school for nearly 3 weeks and after some hiccups and challenges seem to be working out
this new way of learning. I am very grateful for the staff at Buangor who have put in 100%+ each week with
planning and organising the work to send home every week and keeping everything ticking along. I
appreciate all the hard work parents are putting in with their children at home. We love seeing everyone for
assembly and daily news. Don’t forget to log on, it is so nice for the kids to see each other, we also have a
whole school catch up on Friday afternoons at 3pm. Most of all I would like to thank the kids for their
resilience and great attitude during this time, we know sometimes it can be tough but believe me you are
doing an amazing job. At this stage, we have no news about how long remote learning will be happening.
We also have no news about assistance with internet devices. We have seen some wonderful work from
our students, including a fantastic cooking video from Jock—check it out on our FB page.
Buangor Primary School is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all reasonable
steps to ensure that the safety of our students is paramount.
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Remote Learning at my house probably looks similar to other houses. When I am working at school my 3
beautiful children seem to work well, I get a few phone calls or text messages during the day about
issues or help. When I check in with them they assure me they are being productive and working hard.
However, it is a different story when I am working from home, apparently my children (not all of them)
don’t know how to do ANYTHING on their own. AND I am not sure all the curriculum programs they are
doing at secondary school but I am sure Tunnel Rush and The Slope Game are not part of their lessons?
Our internet was slowed down after 3 days of home learning (maybe all the games they have been
playing) and someone had an issue with a missing towel after a shower while Lily was on a Zoom
meeting (thankfully it was all shouting and not showing!!). So, besides all the hilarity and shenanigans
(and interesting online learning) that are going on at my place, we are making it work. I really appreciate
my loving and supportive family and thank goodness that we are happy and healthy.

Welcome back for the term everyone! I hope you all had a great break, and the Easter bunny found you all. I
am still working off those delicious Cadbury Easter eggs. It is great to see all of our families have settled in to
a routine that works for them during this different time of our learning. It is lovely to jump onto our WebEx
meetings everyday and see everyone's faces, I certainly miss them! Thank you to everyone for their patience
and support with our online learning– I am such I’ll be a tech wiz by the end of this!
Working from home- I still haven’t managed to drink a hot coffee! Ralph and Rosie are loving isolation,
they’ve never spent so much time with me or going on walks. I’m enjoying going into school, but it isn’t the
same without my beautiful class. I think by the time this is all over I will have pre-recorded lessons down pat.
I have spent a lot of time editing and re recording sections, also having a good laugh at the bloopers. I decided it would be a good idea to begin a 1000 piece puzzle to fill in the days….it isn’t going so well. I think 1000
pieces was a bit ambitious for my first large puzzle! At the rate I’m going it may be finished by the end of the
year.
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ADVICE FOR PARENTS AND STUDENTS LEARNING FROM HOME
 Relationships come first. Be guided by your family’s values, and remember that
relationships are more important than ever; within your family, or with teachers, other
parents and friends.
 Make some time to talk to your child, listen to their ideas about how they would like
to learn and address any sense of anxiety where you can.
 Routines are important; they enable students to know what is coming next and
how they should be spending their time. Discuss with all your family what will work
best for everyone.
 Be sure to have times in the day for work and play, and create a space where your
child can learn.

 Sometimes this will need to be a quiet space; sometimes messy; it might mean
working with you or others face to face, and sometimes your child will be using a
device and working online.
 Communication with your school and teachers is more important than ever.
 Ensure you have ways to communicate and connect with your children’s teachers
by using email, talking on the phone, texting, by social media, a school app or a
website.
 People come first so look out for your child’s health and wellbeing. If they are
stressed or unhappy they’re not going to find learning easy. Try to keep things in
perspective and look after your own work/life balance too.
 If it’s turning into a battleground then step back and talk about what isn’t working
with your child and their teacher.
 Try to agree on who will work where and when. Decide who can support your
children's learning. Try to have clear expectations. But remain flexible as things will
always change.

 If you feel any of your children are being given too much school work then talk with
them and raise your concerns with their teacher.
 Technology is just one aspect of learning from home. They don’t need to be on
devices all the time. Remember, learning happens everywhere. Your home and local
neighbourhood are a great learning environment and learning happens best when it is
creative, collaborative and fun.
 Don’t try and make your home a school classroom, but do provide the
opportunities for learning to happen. This can be through a range of activities.

 Life is different for everyone right now. We can get through it by looking after each
other, staying connected, and nurturing relationships so our children can continue
learning and thriving.
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