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IMPORTANT DATES
Welcome Picnic
Monday 11th Feb

MARC Van
Tuesday 12th Feb
School Council Meeting
Tuesday 12th February 6.30pm
Curriculum Day
Thursday 21st Feb

Good luck to our 2019 Foundation students, Penny, Henry and Georgie. We hope your first year at Buangor
Primary School is one to remember.
WELCOME TO 2019!
Welcome all to our new school year. We have had an awesome start to the year, with big smiles and happy
children and staff. We officially welcome our Foundation students, Penny, Georgie and Henry and new
teachers, Jess Brady and Tayla Ford to our school. The new students have settled in well. The teachers have
really enjoyed getting to know the students and they bring a breath of fresh air to the school community. To
find out more about our new teachers, check out the interviews later in the newsletter. Just a reminder to send
extra fruit or cheese with your child/ren to eat in between play and lunch, due to the timetable change. This
year we have MARC van on Tuesday’s—beginning on the 12th of Feb. Our Foundation students are not required at school on Wednesdays until the 13th of March. We will be having our Welcome Picnic on Monday the
11th of Feb (notes went home on Monday, please return these ASAP). We won’t be having assemblies every
fortnight this year, instead, we will be having a celebration of learning at the end of the term. Kate will be in the
office as usual on Tuesdays and Thursdays if you need to see her. If you have any concerns or questions please
don’t hesitate to call or pop in.

Buangor Primary School is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and takes all reasonable steps
to ensure that the safety of our students is paramount.
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SCIENCE
Another new school year is upon us and as such, we are all beginning new units of Science learning!
The F-2 class will be studying a biology unit called "Watch It Grow!" All living things have their own life
story, but all species share in the same cycle of growth, change, reproduction and death.
Understanding the life cycles of various species can help us in many ways, like protecting and preserving
endangered species, managing and controlling unwanted species like insect pests, or improve animal
husbandry.
The "Watch it grow!" unit will provide opportunities for students to explore the growth of a range of living
things and the processes of growth, change, reproduction and death that apply to all animals. Through
hands-on activities and investigations, students will compare the growth of living things under different
conditions.
The 3-6 class will be studying a biology unit called "Among the Gum Trees."
Eucalyptus trees are such an important feature of Australian life, with over 900 species found in our
nation. Eucalypts have adapted to survive both drought and bushfire, and some rely on extreme heat or
smoke to release and germinate seeds. They provide shelter to many native animals, and some species are
the sole food source for koalas.
The "Among the Gum Trees” unit will include hands-on investigations, with students exploring the fruit
and flowers of eucalypts, thinking about how different living things interact with the tree, and planning
and conducting an investigation into how eucalyptus oil may inhibit the growth of plants beneath its
canopy or microorganisms in its leaves.
Yours scientifically
Mrs White

Our Foundation students in 2013, now our Grade 6 students in 2019! Good luck to all our Grade 6 students for
their final year at Buangor Primary School!.
No Hat, No Play
We are a SunSmart school and children not wearing a hat will be required to remain in
a designated shaded area at recess, lunchtime and during outdoor class activities.
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3 - 6 Classroom
The 3-6 senior classroom have been the most welcoming and hard-working students this last week! We have
made a good start to the year, setting up our literacy groups and developing agreed behaviours that support good
reading. We will be focussing on comprehension strategies in reading and will begin writing informative
texts. Place value, and reading and saying big
numbers is our starting point in numeracy before
moving into addition and subtraction strategies.
But, without a doubt, the children have been
most excited about learning Japanese language
and have been using all of their greetings as often
as possible! They may even have said “oyasumi
nasai” to you to say goodnight before they go to
bed!

Jess Brady
3-6 Classroom Teacher

News from the F-2 Room
We have been extremely busy in F-2 since coming back to
school. We welcomed our new preps Penny, Georgie and
Henry last Thursday (who settled in straight away) making our
class of eleven students. The students have been fantastic in
helping me settle into my first classroom, welcoming me
before I was even through the door! Our main focus for this
term in literacy is letter recognition, identifying particular
sounds that letters make, and revisiting reading strategies. To
begin our numeracy unit we are doing hands on learning with
counting, and number recognition. During our art lessons all
students from F-6 have been actively engaged in creating their
own identity collages to portray their hobbies and interests.
Parents please feel free to drop in and say hi, if you need to
discuss something with me I am
available anytime. 
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For our STEM session on Tuesday, Ms Ford and Ms
White led the children in a bridge building exercise.
Not with your usual bridge-building materials though,
we used jubes and toothpicks!
Teams had a budget of $10 with which they could
purchase units of 10 jubes @ $1 per unit or units of 20
toothpicks for $1 per unit. Teams needed to design
their bridge with both their budget and their required
materials in mind, ideally keeping some budget in
reserve for emergencies!

The bridge had to span a 30cm gap and some support
weight. We used wooden 'tens' sticks to test
our bridges' weight-bearing capacity, and a toy
truck even made an appearance as an extra
test!
Lots of collaborative learning and fun
happening at the same time- that's what we
love at Buangor!
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School Fees
Buangor Primary School is funded from two sources:


Department of Education & Early Childhood development (DEECD) Student Resource Package (SRP) to
pay for school administration, utilities and salaries, urgent works, maintenance, cleaning and general school
operations.



Payments and contributions provided by our parent community, which are essential components of
funding.

Locally raised funds are a major source of our educational and school program funding this is made up of
school fees and fundraising. Our school fees for 2019 will remain the same as 2018.
1st Child- $140.00.
2nd Child- $100.00.
3rd Child- $80.00.
School fees include
Student Essential Items (includes student stationary, text books, readers, ipad apps, class sets and
consumable materials and equipment).
Marc Van.
Group Days– Activity costs.
Reading Eggs.

Mathletics
It would be appreciated if school fees could be paid before
the end of Term 1..
Fees can be paid off in instalments, please see Kate or Sally to
organise a payment plan.

School Bank Detail
If families would like to pay money to the school
by direct deposit our bank details are below:

Happy Birthday to the students
who have celebrated their
birthdays :
25th January -Tucker Devries
31st January –Hattie Alexander

BUANGOR PRIMARY SCHOOL OFFICIAL ACCOUNT
BSB 063 500
ACCOUNT NUMBER 1004 3741
Please use your FAMILY name as a reference if
you are making a payment.
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Name: Jess Brady
Family: My younger brother (Rhys) is an electrician in Melbourne, my Mum (Lynda) works in payroll and
administration, my Dad (Graeme) is a retired Police Office and he and his partner (Elizabeth) live in the South of
France!
Pets: I don’t have any pets anymore 
Hobbies: I love music theatre, singing and performing!
Favourite Food: Nachos, mash potato and apple crumble!

Favourite Colour: Blue
Favourite Animal: Platypus
Favourite Sport (to play or watch): I’ve coached netball and been a swimming teacher, but I love watching all
kinds of sports!
Ultimate Holiday Destination (visited or wish to visit): I have travelled a bit already (Vietnam, Thailand, Bali,
Japan, UK, France, Italy, Amsterdam, Barcelona, Munich, Salzburg) and I still have a few places on my bucket list
to visit including India, Budapest, Prague, and I’m looking forward to spending this Christmas on Broadway in
NYC!
Favourite Joke: This is the first joke I remember learning, and I still love it!
Knock, knock?
Who’s there?
Boo.
Boo who?
Oh, I’m sorry! I didn’t mean to frighten you!

Name: Tayla Ford
Family: Partner Ashby, parents Mark and Wendy, siblings Lachlan, Dylan and Alarah.
Pets: 6-month-old staghound puppy Ralph
Hobbies: Reading, playing sport and visiting new places.

Favourite Food: Roast Lamb
Favourite Colour: Orange
Favourite Animal: Dog
Favourite Sport (to play or watch): Footy (Go Tiges)
Ultimate Holiday Destination (visited or wish to visit): Croatia
Favourite Joke: What did one tomato say to the other tomato?
You go ahead, and ill ketchup!
Buangor Primary School Newsletter

Issue No 1

11th February 2019

6

Buangor Primary School Newsletter

Issue No 1

11th February 2019

7

2

Buangor Primary School
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STUDENT ABSENCE NOTE
Dear Teacher,
My child __________________________________________________ of class ___________
(Child’s FULL name) (Class name)
Was absent from school on _____________________________________________________
(Date / Dates away)
Due to ______________________________________________________________________
(Reason for absence:- sickness, appointment, vacation, family reasons etc.)

Parent / Caregiver’s Signature ___________________________________
Date: ____________________
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……….
STUDENT ABSENCE NOTE
Dear Teacher,
My child __________________________________________________ of class ___________
(Child’s FULL name) (Class name)
Was absent from school on _____________________________________________________
(Date / Dates away)
Due to ______________________________________________________________________
(Reason for absence:- sickness, appointment, vacation, family reasons etc.)
Parent / Caregiver’s Signature ___________________________________
DATE:____________________
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……….
STUDENT ABSENCE NOTE
Dear Teacher,
My child __________________________________________________ of class ___________
(Child’s FULL name) (Class name)
Was absent from school on _____________________________________________________
(Date / Dates away)
Due to ______________________________________________________________________
(Reason for absence:- sickness, appointment, vacation, family reasons etc.)
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