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Dear Reader,

One of the improvement targets for this school is ‘to further improve and
develop writing’ In order to do this we have started a project called ‘Big Write’
and VCOP. You may have heard children talking about this.

‘Big Write and VCOP’ is a teaching approach created in 2004 by Ros Wilson in
the United Kingdom and has been adapted to suit the Australian Curriculum
by Samantha Taylor and Wendy Allder.

The program is a new teaching methodology for raising standards in writing
rapidly and effectively. The method is based on fast, fun and lively teaching of
the ‘writing voice’ through oral communication. It gives pupils confidence
and the understanding to develop control of a higher level writing voice
without requiring the understanding of technical knowledge of syntax and
grammatical analysis. This is important as not all primary and early secondary
aged children are ready for the level of technical knowledge and
understanding required to access higher order language in this way.

Big Write

'Big Write' is a completely new approach to the teaching of the skills of
writing. It is highly effective for pupils from Foundation all the way through to
Secondary School, and has an immediate impact on writing standards.

The approach has also been found to be a huge motivator for boys, who are
quickly found to become 'excited writers' It is also highly successful for

bilingual pupils, because of its clarity and structure.

‘Teachers and pupils are all excited about Big Write!
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VCOP -Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation

Have you heard your child singing V COP to the tune of

YMCA?

The teaching of VCOP is one of the key strands of Big Write.
VCOP is focused teaching of the following:

Vocabulary = teaches a wide range of ‘wow’ words, (ambitious
vocabulary);

Connectives = teaches a wide range of words and phrases for
connecting thoughts, ideas, sentences etcetera;

Openers = teaches a wide range of ways of opening sentences,
including sequence words, linking words and phrases and the 3
power openers;

Punctuation = teaches a wide range of punctuation, including power
punctuation.
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